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A novel three-dimensional porous coordination polymer,
[Co2(HBTC)(BTC)(EtOH)2]¢Et3NH¢EtOH¢6H2O (1) has been
synthesized in ethanol at room temperature with 1,4-cyclo-
hexanedicarboxylic acid (1,4-H2CDC) as an additive. The final
product of the reaction is found to be dependent upon the solvent
and additive employed. When the solvent is changed from
ethanol to dimethylformamide, another complex, [Co6(BTC)4-
(®-OH2)(DMF)2(H2O)8]¢4DMF¢5H2O (2) is instead obtained.
Without H2CDC, a two-dimensional framework, [Co3(H2BTC)-
(HBTC)(BTC)(H2O)6]¢2H2O (3), is produced in either solvents.

Porous coordination polymers (PCPs) or metalorganic
frameworks (MOFs) have attracted extensive interest in the past
decade because of their intriguing structural diversity and
potential applications as functional materials in gas storage,1

separation processes,2 drug delivery,3 catalysis,4 and chemical
sensing.5 Despite numerous PCPs with unusual structures and
often interesting properties being reported, significant challenges
still remain in predicting structures based on the ligands and
metals used. In particular, the finally obtained structures can be
influenced by many factors, including the coordination geo-
metries of metal ions, spatial arrangements of ligands, synthetic
approaches, solvent effects, molar ratio of the reagents,
temptation by guests or additives, and weaker interactions. It
has been shown that among the aforementioned factors, solvents
often play crucial roles: they can serve as coligands or guest
molecules, and they often participate in weak interactions either
among themselves or with the frameworks. The existence of
additives is also very important, since most additives participate
in weak interactions with the ligands and frameworks and also
influence the crystal size and morphology of PCPs particles.6

During our search for new PCPs, we have been focusing our
attention on the reaction of Co salts with 1,3,5-benzenetricar-
boxylic acid (1,3,5-H3BTC). H3BTC is a useful three connecting
ligand, and its threefold symmetry makes it very attractive
for the preparation of MOFs.7 It can be partially or fully
deprotonated to generate H2BTC¹, HBTC2¹, and BTC3¹ at
different pH values, effecting quite a few interesting supra-
molecular architectures through coordinative interactions and
hydrogen bonds. In the current paper, we report the synthesis of
three cobalt 1,3,5-benzenetricarboxylates and the influence of
solvents and an organic additive, 1,4-cyclohexanedicarboxylic
acid (1,4-H2CDC) on the final products and their structures.

The synthetic routes to the three final pro-
ducts, [Co2(HBTC)(BTC)(EtOH)2]¢Et3NH¢EtOH¢6H2O (1),
[Co6(BTC)4(®-OH2)(DMF)2(H2O)8]¢4DMF¢5H2O (2), and
[Co3(H2BTC)(HBTC)(BTC)(H2O)6]¢2H2O (3) are summarized
in Scheme 1. All three compounds were synthesized and

isolated as single-crystals through a room-temperature diffusion
method with yields of 3045%.8 Their structures were deter-
mined with X-ray single-crystal diffraction, confirming that the
coordination networks of two- or three-dimensions are depend-
ent on the solvent and additive used in the synthesis.

Crystallization of Co(NO3)2¢6H2O with 1,3,5-H3BTC in
1,4-H2CDCEtOHEt3N medium afforded 1 as a three-dimen-
sional porous PCP. After the ethanol solvent was changed to
dimethylformamide, another three-dimensional porous PCP,
2 was isolated. When the additive, 1,4-H2CDC, was removed
from the reaction systems, rather than compound 1 or 2, a
two-dimensional framework, 3 was obtained. Compound 2 was
previously synthesized by Zhang and co-workers under solvo-
thermal conditions,9 while compound 3 was prepared by Ferey
and co-workers under hydrothermal conditions,10 with both their
structures reported. We provide herein a brief discussion of the
room-temperature liquidliquid diffusion synthesis and charac-
terization of 2 and 3 to illustrate the importance of reaction
conditions with respect to the final products and their structures.

X-ray single-crystal analysis reveals that 1 crystallizes in
rhombohedral space group R�3 and features a three-dimensional
porous structure.11 The asymmetric unit of compound 1 consists
of two crystallographically independent Co atoms, one BTC,
one HBTC, and two ethanol molecules coordinated to the Co(II)
cations, one ethanol, six water molecules, and one protonated
triethylammonium cation as guests. As shown in Figure 1, both
Co cations adopt six-coordinate geometry with average CoO
distances of 2.115 and 2.103¡ for Co(1) and Co(2), respec-
tively. The coordination sphere of Co(1) can be described as
octahedral coordinated with two oxygen atoms from two
carboxylate groups of two different HBTC ligands, three oxygen
atoms from two carboxylate groups of two different BTC
ligands, and one oxygen atom from an ethanol molecule. On the
other hand, the Co(2) atom is coordinated with four oxygen
atoms from three different BTC3¹ ligands, one oxygen atom
from HBTC ligand, and one oxygen atom from an ethanol
molecule. Each Co(1)£Co(2) pair is interlinked through two
carboxylate groups leading to a Co2 dimer. Each of the two Co2
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Scheme 1. Different final products formed in different solvents
with and without an additive.
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dimers is linked through two HBTC ligands to form a Co4
cluster. Each Co4 secondary building unit (SBU) is connected to
three BTC ligands, and each BTC ligand is further linked to
three Co4 SBUs. Through such connectivity, the three-dimen-
sional framework is thus constructed, as shown in Figure 2. If
we consider the Co4 cluster as a connected node and the BTC
anion as a three-connected node, the structure of 1 can be
simplified to a (6,3)-connected net with (4¢62)(42¢610¢83)
topology (Figure 3).

After the solvent was changed from ethanol to dimethyl-
formamide, another three-dimensional porous PCP, 2 was
instead isolated. The weak basicity of DMF presumably leads
to complete deprotonation of H3BTC. Compound 2 adopts a
three-dimensional framework structure that contains a new
pseudo-paddle-wheel SBU of Co2(CO2)4. When 1,4-H2CDC
was absent from the reaction system, yet another compound, 3
was obtained. Compound 3 is two-dimensional and formed with
“dense” stacking of [Co3(H2BTC)(HBTC)(BTC)(H2O)6] layers.
The role of the additive in the synthesis of compounds 1 and 2
is unclear. One possibility is that it may participate in weak
interactions with BTC ligands, thus weakening the ³³
interactions between benzene rings of BTC ligands. Such ³³
interactions are found in compound 3.
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Figure 1. Coordination environments of Co(II) cations in 1.
Guest molecules and hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity.

Figure 2. Three-dimensional frameworks shown in 1 along
the c axis.

Figure 3. Schematic of topological net simplification for 1.
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